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true in the case of illusion and doubt. Therefore, false-
hood is not uncaused and natural, but is caused by defects
or vitiating conditions.

The school of Purva Mimamsa rejects the Buddhistic
theory of extrinsic truth. The Buddhism says that truth is
caused by excellence and where there are no excellences
there is no truth. But, if it were true, there could be no
iota of truth in the cognition of a white conch as yellow or
in that of a shell as silver, which is produced by the visual
sense devoid of excellences in the cognition of a yellow
conch the element of conchiness is true, though yellowness
is false. In the illusion of silver in shell too the cognition
is true in respect of such general features as brightness, a
triangular shape etc. The elements of truth in the aforesaid
cognitions are evidently caused not by excellences, for there
are no excellences, but by merely the conditions of know-
ledge. Moreover, it is purity of the sense-organs etc.,
that is meant when the Buddhism talks of excellences. But,
if this be so, then excellences become equivalent to absence
of blemishes; and the Mimamsaka is not opposed to this
view, because it does not interfere with the truth of the
Veda. The Veda has no author and to the question of the
presence of blemishes in in its source does not arise. In
fact truth is not caused by the presence of excellences or
the absence of blemishes in the generating conditions of
knowledge, but it is natural or intrinsic to knowledge -
whenever excellences are seen in the cause of knowledge
they are not directly operative in producing truth. They
merely serve as a means of removing blemishes. The pres-
ence of blemishes interferes in the production of true know-
ledge. But, when they are expelled by the presence of
excellences they cannot offer any interferences. Excellences
are not directly the cause of truth.12 Thus, when it is not
established that truth depends on the excellences or sound-
ness of the source of knowledge, the inference of truth,
from excellences has no justification.

Buddhism may say that knowledge is not true to
to be positively false at the movement of its origin but that